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Statement of Policy: Intercollegiate Athletics Grant-in-Aid Upon Career 
Ending Injury or Illness 
A student-athlete's athletics grant-in-aid will not be canceled because of a career-
ending injury or illness provided the student-athlete complies with certain 
conditions set forth by the Department of Intercollegiate Athletics. It should be 
noted that the NCAA (NCAA bylaw 15.3.3.1.2) states that "it is not permissible for 
an institution to assure a student-prospect that it automatically will continue a 
grant-in-aid past the one-year period if the recipient sustains an injury that 
prevents him or her from competing in intercollegiate athletics…" However, such 
bylaw also provides that "an institutional representative may inform the student-
prospect of the regular institutional policy related to renewal or continuation of aid 
past the one-year period for recipients who become ill or injured during their 
participation." Consistent with this bylaw, it is the policy of the Athletics 
Department of IUPUI to not cancel the award solely due to a career-ending injury 
or sickness. A student-athlete's aid upon a career ending injury or illness may be 
continued pursuant to the terms and conditions described within. This policy 
provides a definition of a career-ending injury or illness and the procedural 
requirements that must be satisfied in order to be eligible to receive continued 
financial aid.  

Definition: 
A career-ending injury or illness is an injury or illness that prohibits a student-
athlete from further athletic competition in the sport for which he or she is 
receiving financial aid. 

 
Certification:  
The IUPUI Head Team Physician must certify that the injury is a career-ending 
injury or illness. 

Terms and Conditions:  
1. The student-athlete must meet the NCAA eligibility requirements for 
satisfactory progress toward degree completion. 

2. The student-athlete is required to work for the Department of Intercollegiate 
Athletics. The Director of Athletics and Head Coach determine the number of 
hours per week that the student-athlete must work. 

3. The student-athlete's aid must be consistent with NCAA by-law 15.3.5.1. 



Appeal Process: 
In the case where the student-athlete's athletics grant-in-aid is not renewed or 
reduced for the subsequent year, the student-athlete may appeal the non-
renewal or reduction per NCAA by-law 15.3.5.1.1. 

Procedural Requirements: 
1. The process to secure continued financial aid may be initiated by the Head 
Coach, Head Athletics Trainer or student-athlete by submitting the Mid-Continent 
Conference Hardship Request Form (hereby referred to as Form) to the Head 
Athletics Trainer. (See the form below). 

2. The Head Athletics Trainer submits the Form to the Head Team Physician. 

3. The IUPUI Head Team Physician evaluates whether the injury is a career-
ending injury or illness. If the Head Team Physician determines that there has 
been a career-ending injury or illness, the Head Team Physician completes, 
signs, and submits the Form to the Director of Athletics. 

4. The Director of Athletics reviews the findings of the Head Athletics Trainer and 
the Head Team Physician. If the Director of Athletics agrees with the findings, the 
Director signs the Form and submits it to the Compliance Coordinator. 

5. The Compliance Coordinator verifies the athletically related calculations of the 
Head Athletics Trainer. Once the calculations have been confirmed the Form is 
submitted to the Mid-Continent Conference for approval. 

6. The Mid-Continent Conference reviews the hardship request (career-ending 
injury or illness). Upon approval by the Conference, the Department of 
Intercollegiate Athletes or Compliance Coordinator will notify the student-athlete. 

7. If at any point in the process, the determination is made that the injury is not a 
career-ending injury or illness, the Department of Intercollegiate Athletics will 
notify the student-athlete. 



 

  

 


